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Rector’s Reflections For your calendar: 

Niobrara Convocation 
June 19-22 

Parking lot party June 29 
(replaces Wednesday @ 
St. Andrew’s picnic for 
June) 

July 23, Wednesday @ St. 
Andrew’s picnic 

Vacation Bible School, 
Aug 3-7, call or email to 
register 

August 27, Wednesday @ 
St. Andrew’s picnic 
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T h e   G o o d   W o r d 
ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

We have new prayer books 
in the office. If you would 
like to buy one they are 
$17.00. Please stop by or 
call. 

Stewardship, “For all things come of thee,  
and of thine own have we given thee.”  

1 Chronicles 29:14 
The basic stance of a Christian toward God’s Creation should be that of a steward. 
Time, talent, and treasure are entrusted to individuals and to communities with 
the understanding that each will be held accountable. Stewardship is “all that we 
do, with all that we have, all of the time.” This view of stewardship takes in every-
thing that you have and everything that you are. Consequently, this is about inten-
tionally committing yourself consistently in all parts of your life. This encompasses 
much more than the annual pledge drive. The driving force of Christian steward-
ship can be found in the Scriptures. In essence, you give because you have re-
ceived. For what you have been given, you thank God, you gather for worship, you 
pray “give us this day our daily bread” and “we give thanks for these gifts we are 
about to receive.” In addition, you give of your time and your money to advance the 
work of God in the world. You do this intentionally. You choose to make these gifts 
in grateful response to God, who has been so generous to 
you in terms of material possessions, as well as with spiritual 
gifts. This spirit of giving is part of your covenant with God. 
(Taken mostly from The Vestry Resource Guide.) 

Parking Lot Party 
Sunday June 29 at 11:30 am 

A Celebration of Life! 
Invite your friends, neighbors, and relatives. 
There will be b-b-q pork and potato salad provided, 
you will bring a side dish or dessert to share, 
enough to cover you and your guests. Donations will be accepted. 
There will be a silent auction, a magician, games and music. 
Fun for everyone. 
This is an opportunity to celebrate St. Andrew’s, and to tell our stories. 
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My car-pooling-to-church (and 
Diocesan convention) buddy has 
left me.  Mr. (Retired Colonel) Jan 
Laitos rode with me to church 
the morning of April 27th.  We 
talked about the weather and the 
upcoming week.  “No”, I re-
minded him, “no Wednesday 
night supper coming up this 
week”.  

His spirit left us to be with God 
(and wife, Marge) on Thursday, 
May 1st, and I am sure that if a 
lady was following him, he would 
stand aside to hold the door for 
her before he entered.  

 “How did he seem on Sunday?” 
his sons from Colorado asked 
each of us. “He seemed fine—no 
problems,” we would answer. 
At nearly 93 years of age, he was 
slowing down and frail—but he 
read from scripture during the 
adult education class and walked 
to the altar to receive Holy Com-
munion during church as usual.  

Jan asked me on more than one 
occasion “how much do we pay 
our Deacons?”  When I explained 
that they work “for free”, he was 
aghast.  “They do so much for 
our parish, and they don’t get 
any salary?”  (Sort of like “what’s 
this world coming to!?”)  So, 
when you see Marty and Virginia 
in church, or out and about, 

thank them on behalf of Mr. Lai-
tos and all of us—or just throw 
money. (Jan would love it!)  

Jan thought it was a shame that 
more people didn’t attend 
Wednesday night’s meals/Holy 
Communion service and adult 
education.  He was also a huge 
fan of the Sunday morning edu-
cation group (which also needed 
a better attendance in his opin-
ion!)  With the “education, intelli-
gence and leadership of our Rec-
tor, Kathy”, he just couldn’t un-
derstand why more folks would-
n’t take advantage of education 
hour.  

 Jan was always curious about 
just who was going to be saved.  
I am sure that all of his questions 
about resurrection are answered 
now.   As the Rev. Kathy so aptly 
put it in her homily at Jan’s fu-
neral service, “He wasn’t per-
fect—he was forgiven.”  

I am not sure I can explain it, but 
Mr. Laitos always reminded me 
of the story of the Transfiguration 
(Mark 9:2-8). Peter, James, 
John—and Jan—are all present on 
the high mountain where they 
are witnesses to Jesus speaking 
with Elijah and Moses.  They also 
get to hear a voice proclaiming, 
“This is my Son, the Beloved; 
listen to him!”—and what does 

Peter suggest should happen 
next?  Build dwellings to com-
memorate the occasion.  Jan was 
in good company when, depend-
ing on the occasion, he sug-
gested we memorialize a person, 
event—or better yet, form a com-
mittee.  Communication was so 
important to him, as was the 
proper chain of command and 
procedure.  

Mr. Laitos was recently honored 
with a banquet and presentation 
by the Chamber of Commerce 
Diplomat’s group (of which he 
was a member).  The DVD pres-
entation (a copy available in the 
office) is a wonderful way to get 
to know Jan if you didn’t have the 
chance to visit with him at 
church.  

It was a fitting and beautiful trib-
ute when the Air Force Honor 
guard presented the colors (led 
by St. Andrew’s own Rueben 
Trejo-Sanchez) at the National 
Cemetery.  The day was 
glorious, the sun 
was shining and 
Jan would have 
loved the food 
at the lunch-
eon—which 
was, at times, 
his favorite 
part of church.  
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The View from a Pew, Shelli Vallis 
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If we allow the worries of 
our lives to become all-
consuming then we be-
come lost in the fog.  We 
become disoriented and 
disassociated from the 
very Light and Love that is 
meant to guide our paths.    

We must constantly be on 
the alert to not divide our 
loyalties.  We simply can 
not belong to the world 
and ourselves at the same 
time we belong to God.   
We can however live our 
lives in the world as chil-
dren of God.  There is a 
difference.    

(Continued from page 4) In the Kingdom of God, in 
which we are called to live, 
there is an abundance to 
be shared.  There is 
enough to go around.   We 
are called on to share out 
of our time, talents, and 
treasures.  It is our respon-
sibility as well as our privi-
lege to be good stewards 
and share the bounty of 
our lives.  

The world, however, 
teaches a psychology of 
scarcity.  There is a sense 
that there is not enough to 
go around and that it is 
every person for them-
selves.  Grab what you 
can when you can and 
don’t even think about the 

needs of others.  

Comedian George Carlin 
has made this observa-
tion:  “We spend more, 
but have less.  We buy 
more, but enjoy less.  We 
have multiplied our pos-
sessions, but reduced our 
values.  We talk too 
much, love too seldom, 
and hate too often.  
We’ve learned how to 
make a living, but not a 
life.  We’ve added years 
to life, not life to years.” 
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A Deacon’s Thoughts continued 

Investment-Money Market Funds @ 2.91 $34,983 

     Designated funds of this balance  $20,167 

Invested with the Diocese:    (AKA Endowment) $27,198 

Contingency  Savings (Overdraft protection) $3,771 

Operating account     $3,696 

Building maintenance fund account:  $5,309 

Youth:     $1,209 

Rectors discretionary fund:   $1,393 

Van fund     $590 

Projected expense budget for 2008:  $164,714 

Projected income from pledged and non-pledged: $130,754 

Average monthly income needed to meet expenses:    
$13,726 

Average for first quarter:  $12,048 

Revenue received during April  $12,231  

$412 has been given to help meet our on faith budget, as 
a result of the Mystery Dinner sponsored by Deacon 
Marty Garwood, held on April 12. 

The Rummage sale held on May 10, made $1,238.00. 

There will be a silent auction in conjunction with the Park-
ing Lot Party on Sunday, June 29. 

http://www.standrewsepiscopalchurch.org
http://www.standrewsepiscopalchurch.org
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Spring  
Ingathering  

at St. Andrew’s  
is June 8  

UTO is very different from other groups. We are not 
fund-raisers and we do not collect contributions or 
donations. We do not think of UTO only once or twice 
a year.  

Thanks through Prayer and Offering 
What we do in the United Thank Offering is first to offer our prayers of thanks to God. This is the ma-
jor difference between us and other groups. The United Thank Offering is prayer oriented. Then we 
give tangible thanks for the blessing in the form of coins or bills. This money is an offering, not a do-
nation. This is the word we always use - an offering. An offering is not the same as a donation or a 
contribution. An offering is a thanksgiving to God - always. We do this every day - not just once in a 
while. Thanks be to God. 
The Mission of the United Thank Offering is to invite people to offer daily prayers of thanksgiving to 
God and outward and visible signs of those prayers which will benefit others. God calls each of us to 
grow in awareness of God, our own relationship with God, and our relationship in community with all 
whom God has created. As habits of daily thankful prayer mature, our personal relationship with God 
grows. Daily prayers of thanksgiving strengthen our being and doing. The blue box can be a reminder 
of our many blessings. Uniting our own gifts of thanks with those of others keeps us in thankful rela-
tionship them and with all of creation. In sharing our thank offerings with those throughout the Com-
munion who seek to address compelling human need and extend the mission of the Church, we 
deepen our sense of participation in the lives of others. The shared prayer and money offerings help 
others to respond to God's call and to grow in their own deepened sense of living within the greater 
Christian community. Through our shared stories, God calls us to continue to grow into the fullness of 
the Kingdom. 
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United Thank Offering 
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR DU-
TIES AS A GODPARENT? 

At Our last Education hour we 
discussed the importance of 
baptism and the responsibility 
of being a godparent.  Vaud 
and I were sponsors for two of 
our grandsons several years 
ago and I have been sponsor to 
numerous nieces and neph-
ews. When I read the duties of 
sponsors on a handout we 
were given it really made me 
think.  I haven’t been very re-
sponsible to my godchildren 
and Kathy’s list of Responsibili-
ties of Godparents has given 
me the motivation to shape up.  
She and I both have this list for 
anyone who wants one.  Actu-
ally all of us at St. Andrew’s 
agree to be responsible and 
supportive of each person that 
is baptized in our church.  Our 
Sunday discussion led us to 
realize how blessed we are to 
have all the loving, caring peo-

ple at St. Andrew’s.  We have 
many Ellsworth people come to 
our church.  When they leave, we 
get a lot of calls from them say-
ing they can’t find another church 
as good as St. Andrew’s.  What a 
tribute to all of us. 

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A 
PASTOR, WHEW! 

I’ve been thinking a lot of what it 
means to be a pastor.  I think we 
are very blessed to have Rev. 
Kathy and our deacons, Virginia 
and Marty.  I know all three of 
them burn a lot of midnight oil.  
Being the Senior Warden I share 
a little bit of Kathy’s joy and frus-
trations of being a leader.  Being 
a parent of five and grandparent 
of 14 I see that each one is 
unique and needs different kinds 
of attention.  So just know we as 
a vestry and Kathy, Marty and 
Virginia need to hear from you 
about your unique viewpoints, 
ideas and problems.  Please feel 
free to talk to us not about us.   
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Around the Church 
Work is beginning on the lower 
level renovation. All the 
walls must be stripped 
of paint, some of the 
dry wall will be coming 
out, all of this due to the 
water damage we re-
ceived last summer. If 
you have some time or 

talent to put towards this pro-
ject, please contact 
Dave in the church of-
fice. We will also be 
looking at getting new 
striping in the parking lot 
soon, after it is repaired. 

Thank you to Richard McNeil for 
all the time and effort he put in 
with Dave in getting an UV filter in 
the pond. Our hope is that the 
pond will stay crystal clear all 
summer! 

Thank you to Obie for mowing the 
lawn. I’ve never seen anyone that 
happy about working in the rain. 

Just think how every person in the 
pews has just a little different view 
of how our church should be.  
Some don’t want to change a 
thing.  Others want new music.  
Some want to continue our wor-
ship at coffee hour and get to 
know one another better while 
some choose to socialize with 
family or hurry home to a game.  
Some don’t like our printed bulle-
tins and others love them.  Some 
don’t like to talk about stewardship 
and financial matters.  So we do 
need to hear all views knowing 
of course that no church can 
satisfy every one all the time. 

HARD WORK AT THE LAITOS 
FUNERAL AND HOW ABOUT 
$1300 MADE ON THE RUM-

MAGE SALE!! 
We again had wonderful coopera-
tion and help with Jan Laitos’ fu-
neral.   Also our rummage and 
food sale was a great success.  

(Continued on page 5) 

From your Senior Warden, Harold Oberlander 

http://www.standrewsepiscopalchurch.org

